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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  RING¥OOD  AND  FORDINGBRIDGE. 


V  (V,  V/  report  of  the  medical  officer  of  health 

^  /  FOR  THE  YEAR  1943- 

To'tTke  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ringwood  and  Ford ingbr idge  Rural  District  council. 


Gentlemen; 


I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the  Ringwood  and 
Fordingbridge  Rural  District?  which  is  for  the  year  1943. 

in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Minister  of  Health?  this 
report  is  again  submitted  to  you  in  curtailed  form?  in  view  of  the  need 
for  strict  economy  in  the  use  of  paper  and  owing  to  increased  pressure 
of  work  in  connection  with  war  conditions  placed  upon  my  Department. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Detailed  information  together  with  many  tables  bearing  upon  vital 
statistics  and  ..sociological  circumstances  is  to  be'  found  in  my  Annual 
Reports  up  to  the  year  1939. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  Dr.  C-  Conyers 'Morrell?  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  inspector  -  Mr.,  R.A-Upstone,  M.  S.I.A.?  also  Building 

Byelaws  surveyor  and  Housing  Estates 
Manager. 

Additional  sanitary  inspector  -  Mr.  ¥•¥• Dyson,  oert.R. s.I. 
Contributions  to  the  salaries  of  the  above  officers  are  made  under  the 

Local  Government  Act?  1/933* 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1943- 
Area  (in  acres)  90? 140.  population,  census  1931  -  18,217- 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  for  purposes  of  vital 
statistics  -  19s 980. 


Rateable  value  at  1st  October  1943  -  £121,030. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1942-1943  -  £30 3-  6.  6. 


Live  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total 

302 

35 


Males 

155 

15 


Females 

.  -147 
20 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 


16.  8 


Still-Births 
' Legitimate 
I llegitimate 

Rate  per  1 ?  000 

Deaths 

Death-rate  per 


Total  .  Males 

11  Q  ' 

1  1 

(live  and  still)  births  -  34*4 

Total  Males 

255  137 


1,000  of  the  estimated  population 


Females 

3 

0 


Females 

118 

-  12.7 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes; 

puerperal  sepsis  0 

Other  puerperal  causes  -  1 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  -  2.3 


1. 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  -  62.3  r 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  -births’  -  59* *6 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  -  8 5-7 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  -  37 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  -  0 
Deaths  from  whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  -  0 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  -  0 

Cancer  accounted  for  14*5  per  cent  of  all  deaths.  There  were 
during  1943?  37  deaths  attributed  to  this  cause,  of  which  21  were 
males  and  16  were  females. 

Two  cases  of  suicide  were  recorded. 

There  were  21  deaths  of , infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  of 
these  16  were  attributable  to  prematurity  and  congenital 
malformation  at  birth. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1943 : 


.  1  l' 

Disease  .  ■  ' 

Total  cases 
Notified 

:  cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

5 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

78 

0 

,••••  0 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

•  '••■•O' 

Erysipelas 

2 

•  '0 

0 

Measles 

158 

0 

0 

pneumonia  •  •  •  "/ 

16 

2 

12  ■ 

puerperal- pyrexia 

r 

H  i 

0 

Cer ebro-spinal  Fever 

,  i  •  ' 

1 

o-  ’ 

No  case  of  ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  during  1943* 


TUBERCULOSIS  -  New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1943: 

New  cases  Deaths 

Respiratory  ’  i  10  6  _ 

Non-respiratory  4  1 

There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality 
from,  Tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  area. 

Notification. of  infectious  diseases  is  efficient. 

WATER  SUPPLIES.  ,  ' 

Mains  of  the  west  Hampshire  Water  Company  supply  practically 
the  whole  of  your  District  with  the  exception  of  some  part  of  the 
area  in  the  extreme  north-west. 

The  supply  is  constant,  of  moderate  hardness,  entirely  free 
from  metals,  and  has  continued  to  be  consistently  of  the  highest 
degree  of  chemical  and  bacterial  purity. 

During  the  year  38  samples  of  water  from  wells  and  other 
sources  have  been  submitted  to  bacteriological  and/or  chemical 
analysis  and  the  necessary  action  has  been  taken  where  supplies 
were  found  to  be  polluted. 

SANITATION 

Ringwood  sewerage. 

Apart  from  normal  maintenance  repairs  to  the  Bickerley 
pumps,  the  system  has  functioned  satisfactorily  and  disposal  at 

•  s  /your 


2. 


your  Sewerage  works  has  been  efficient. 

Fordingbridge. 

The  town  .and  environs,  of  Ford ingbridge  are  without  main 
sewerage*,  fouling  of  streams  and  pollution  of  well-water  supplies 
still  existing  in  the  area  from,  cess-pits  is  ,a  constant  danger,  and 
I  would  urge  that  so  soon  as  hostilities  cease  your  very  urgent 
attention  be  given  to  the  provision  of  a  sewerage  system,  a  matter 
to  which  i  have  consistently  called  your  attention  over  many  years. 

I  would  again  state  that  it  is  impossible  to  disregard  with • 
equanimity  the  well-established  sanitafy  axiom  that  where  main-water 
supply  is  provided  main  sewerage  is  essential. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  FORDINGBRIDGE  NIGHT-SOIL  COLLECTION . 

Owing  to  labour  difficulties  and  increased  dumping  due  to  war 
conditions  it  has  been  impossible  to  maintain  dumps  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 


HOUSING. 

Routine  housing  inspections  have  again  not  been  practicable  during 
the  year,  inspections  being  carried  out  only  on  receipt  of  complaints. 


BED  BUGS. 

Disinfestation  was  carried  out  at  8  houses  during  the  year. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughter¬ 
house  of  all  animal  carcases  and  offal.  During  the  year  25s 348  lbs.  of 
Meat  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  on.  butchers' 
premises  1 6  lbs  of  Meat,  48  lbs  of  Sausage  Meat,  3?  lbs  of  Sausages 
and  300  lbs  of  imported  pigs  Livers  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  food, 
in  addition,  385  tins  and  4 4  packets  of  food-stuffs,  828  .lbs  of  potatoes, 
1 0-?  cwt.  of  oatmeal,  5  lbs  of  cheese,  56?  lbs  of  Bacon,  332  doz.  Eggs, 

29  stone  of  Fish,  9  lbs  of  Butter,  175  lbs  of  Biscuits,  31?  lbs  of 
Sugar  and  102  Rissoles  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  oatmeal,  sugar  and  Biscuits  were  dealt  with  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  Salvage  Department.  ' All  other  foods  were  voluntarily  surrendered. 

Four  .carcases  of  Rabbits,  60  lbs  of  plain  Cake  and  22  tins  of  Milk 
were  inspected  for  the  N.  A.  A.  F.  I .  and  found  to  be  unfit.  .  These  were 
.left  to  the  disposal  of  the  N.A.A.F.I.  on  R. A. F.  Stations. 

Due  to  a  fire  at  the1  y. M. G.A.  premises,  Ringwood,  inspections 
were  made  of  food  involved  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  informed  that 
•food  damaged  and  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  suitable  for  animal 
feeding. 


MILK  SUPPLY  ■  .  ■ 

Detailed  inspections  of  Dairies  and  cowsheds  were  continued  during 
the  year.  structural  alterations  and  other  improvements  have  not  been 
asked  for  during  the  present  emergency,  but'  close  attention  was  paid 
to  cleanliness. 


FACTORIES  ACT  •  ; . 

Routine  inspections  have  not  been  possible. 


SCHOOLS  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  Medical  inspection  of  children  in  the  Schools  is  carried  out 
by  the  staff  of  the  county  Medical  officer,  as  also  the  .conduct  of 
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/Child 


Child  welfare,  Tuberculosis,  Dental,  ophthalmic  and  Ante-natal 
Clinics. 

The  general  health  of  infants  and  children  has  been  well 
maintained.  The  importance  of  breast-feeding  has  been  stressed, 
and  nursing  mothers  have  been  encouraged  to  take  advantage  of 
supplies  of  Cod  liver*  oil  and  Fruit  juices  made  available  to  them. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 


Notification  of  Births  Act,  Maternity  and  child  welfare  Acts, 
Midwives  Act,  and  venereal  Diseases  Act,  1917s  are  administered 
by  the  County  Council. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES  ORDER. 


Defence  Regulation  33 B*  No  case  has  occurred  in  your 
District  during  the  year  involving  the  serving  of  Form  2  where 
two  informers  have  named  a  suspected  person. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  scheme  adopted  by  your  Council  in  1939  whereby 
immunisation  of  children  is  carried  out  by  private  practitioners, 
has  continued  satisfactorily.  The  number  of  children  up  to 
14  years  of  age  immunised  during  the  year  has  been  459* 

According  to  the  total  number  of  children  up-  to  .14  years  of 
age  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  based  on  ration  book  returns, 
and  resident  in  your  District  at  mid-year  1943?  the  number  of 
children  immunised  is  approximately  70%. 

The  total  number .  of  children  immunised  since  the-  -inauguration. 

,  of',  the  scheme  in  1939.  to  the  31st 'December  1943  has  been,  3?  241* 

The  prophylactic  Used  has  been  Alum  precipitated  Toxoid. 

*■*  ,t  4  ;  .  •  •  .  ,  *’•*'■*  t  >  . 

‘ihHEI  >£■0^  •- 

.SCABIES.  ■  !-7.  •"  -  •'  v  .  . 

Arrangements  made,  for  persons  -inf ected .  with,  .Scabies  to  be 
.  treated  at'  the  ''tins  Cleansing  station  attached,  to  the  Fordingbridge 
Cottage  Hospital  have  continued  to  function  in  a  very  satisfactory 
.manner.  .Medical  supervision  is  carried  out  by  .Co.l«  R.W.Knox 
(retired  R.  A.  M.  0.  )  and  treatment  administered  by  personnel  of  the 
■B.R.C.  S.  (Ford ingbridge  Branch)  under  -the  supervision  of  their 
Officer  commanding  Mrs.  Harman.  •  •  .  .. 

..  During  the  year  1943s  109  cases  were  treated  at  this  station, 

the  medicament  used  being  benzyl^benzoate  emulsion.;  This  work  is 
not  pleasant  and  on  occasion  has- been  -  onerous. 

I  wish  to  express  to'  col;  Khox  and  Mrs.  Harman  my  very  sincere 
thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  very  excellent  and  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  carried  out  by  them  and  the  B. R.C.S. 
personnel  in  a  voluntary  capacity. 

The  result  has  been  to  limit  definitely  infestation  and  to 
/seceire  your  District  against  what  otherwise  must  have  been 
widespread  outbreak.  :  "  4 

A  few  cases'  where  secondary  infection  of  a  more  or  less 
serious  nature  has  occurred  have  been  admitted  to  the  Government 
Evacuation  Hostel,  "Killough"  at  New  Milton,  administered  by  me 
for  the  Borough  of  Christchurch.  During  the  year  1943?  9  cases 

were  so  admitted  and  made  good  recovery. 

A  certain  number  of  cases  have  in  addition  been  treated  by 
their  own  medical  attendants. 


THORNEY  HILL  COMPOUND 


in  October  1942  representations  having  been  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  the  effect  that  a  Midwife  attending  a 
confinement  at  the  compound  had  become  infested  with  vermin,  and 

/that 
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that  a  number  of  children  resident  in  the  compound  and  attending 
Thorney  Hill  School  were  infested  with  vermin,  on  the  4th  March  1943 
Dr.  D-  J- Williamson,  Medical  officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  made  a 
visit  of  inspection  to  the  compound  accompanied  by  Dr.  H-L.Cronk, 

County  Medical  officer,  Mr.  upstone,  your  senior  Sanitary  inspector, 
and  myself.  Dr. Williamson  then  attended  at  a  Meeting  of  your  public 
Health  committee  and  made  report,  to  you.  At  this  visit  i  drew  the 
attention  of  Dr.  Williamson  to  the  exceedingly  insanitary  conditions 
existing  in  the  compound. 

A  sample  of  water  taken  from  the  open  dip-well  from. which  the 
occupants  of  the  compound  obtain  their  water  supply  was  submitted  to 
analysis  and  found  to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory,  but  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  15th  April  1943  Dr. Williamson  wrote 
”1  must  confess  i  felt  a  bit  anxious  about  it”.  i  am. in  entire 
agreement  with  Dr . Williamson  upon  this  matter.  The  well  is  a  shallow 
djp-well  and  constantly  liable  to  pollution  by  persons  dipping  for 
water,  and  actually,  apart  from  the  possibility  of  ' bacteriological 
pollution,  has  been  polluted  by  oil  by  troops  in  the  neighbourhood 
dipping  in  oily  cans. 

I  had  hoped  that  a  suggestion  made  by  the  Deputy  surveyor  of 
the  Forestry  commission  to  provide  a  stand-pipe  connected  with  the 
mains  of  the  west  Hampshire  Water  Company  for  use  of  occupants  of  the 
Compound  would  mature.  But  this  has  not  been  the  case,  with  the  result 
that  the  occupants  of  the  compound  are  dependent  for  water  from  this 
and  another  similar  dip-well,  all  water  having  to  be  dipped  for  and 
carried  in  buckets  or  other  utensils  a  considerable  distance  to  the 
Compound.  This  state  of.  affairs  is  deplorable,  and  apart  from  the 
risk  to  health  of  potential  pollution  of  the  wells,  it  becomes 
ridiculous,  as  has  been  done,  to  discuss  the  question  of  ablution  and 
use  of  baths  by  occupants  of  the  compound.  Adequate  cleanliness  of 
persons  or  habitations  cannot  under  such  circumstances  be  maintained. 

If  this  Compound  is  to  continue,  i  regard  the  provision  of  an  adequate 
and  pure  water  supply  as  essential. 

With  regard  to  the  habitations,  which  are  crude,  dark  huts  and 
hovels,  i  have  made  several  inspections  of  the  compound  during  the 
year  under  varying  meteorological  conditions,  and  I  again  report  in 
the  strongest  manner  possible  that  the  deplorable  conditions  under 
which  the  occupants  of  the  Compound  live,  especially  young  persons  and 
little  children,  are  wholly  and  entirely  incompatible  with  every 
principle  of  modern  hygiene,  with  regard  to  child-birth,  that  is  the 
possibility  of  confinements,  the  conditions  are  such  that  there  is  no 
one  thing  compatible  with  safety  to  mother  or  child. 

A  medical  practitioner  who  attends  cases  at  the  compound  has 
expressed  his  view  in  a  letter  addressed  to  me  in  1943:  "I  can  only 
repeat",  he  writes,  "what  I  have  said  before  that  the  conditions  are 
quite  impossible  from  a  medical  point  of  view;  one  cannot  examine 
patients  properly  by  the  aid  of  a  candle  or  torch,  and  it  is  impossible 
to  get  those  suffering  from  respiratory  conditions  well  owing  to  the 
atmosphere  of  smoke  from  fires  existing  in  most  of  the  habitations". 

And  further,  "we  have  been  fortunate  in  avoiding  epidemics,  but  there 
is  a  very  considerable  degree  of  infection  with  Ascaris  Lumbricoides 
(Round  Worms)  and  recently  this  has  been  getting  worse  in  my  opinion". 
"The  filth  in  the  camp  in  winter  rains  has  to  be  seen  to  be  believed; 
infection  by  the  common  flea  is  pandemic  and  at  times  other  and  worse 
body  infections  appear".  Referring  to  confinements  he  remarks,  "My 
anxiety  with  regard  to  possible  maternal  complications  is  constant". 

At  a  recent  inspection  made  by  me  during  the  present  year,  I  found 
conditions  but  little  changed;  apart  from  some  rough  wood-built  latrine 
compartments  containing  buckets  erected  in  proximity  to  shacks. 

Hitherto  no  latrine  accommodation  existed.  Throughout  the  Compound 
considerable  areas  of  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  shacks  and  hovels  were 
littered  with  rubbish  and  debris  of  all  descriptions,  and  the  interiors 
of  numbers  of  shacks  and  hovels  were  similarly  littered  and  indescrib¬ 
ably  filthy  and  unhygienic,  in  these  shacks  and  hovels  many  children 
sleep  and  dwell  and  are  forced  to  attend  school  where  presumably 
instruction  is  given  in  elementary  hygiene  and  cleanliness.  The 
position  is  nothing  short  of  fantastic,  particularly  so  in  view  of  the 
ideological  discussions  on  education  and  housing  so  prevalent  at  the 

/present 
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'present  time. 

GENERAL  *  ; '  •'  •’  ■’  '  '  J  ‘  *  V. 

..  .  ■  i  ■  i  ■■  ^  v  .  »  i\ 

\  There'  has-  been  no  epidemic  •  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
•years  and  in  spite  of  much  additional.’  strain  thrown  upon 'your 
Sanitary  Department,  the  general  health  of  the  population  has 
been  well  maintained,  a  slight  survey  only 'has  been  possible  of 
the  work  carried  out  by  your  Senior  Sanitary  inspector,  whose 
duties  have  been  particularly  onerous  owing  to  his  Assistant 
having  been  called  to  serve  in  the: '.Forces ;  j  wish  to  express 
to  Mr.  Upstone  my  -thanks  for  his  .ever  ready  help  in  all  matters 
affecting-  technical  sanitation. 

:mum  ■■■  ■■■  -  •  v.  v.  .  ; 


'I  beg  to  express  to  your  Council  and  its  officers  my 
appreciation  of  help  and  consideration  extended-  to  me. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

your  obedient  servant, 

C.  'CONYERS  MORRELL, 


Medical  officer  of  Health. 


25'th  June,  1944. 
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